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SCREENPLAY ANALYSIS 
 
Action and fantasy: Cirque Du Freak: The Vampires Assistant 
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/Cirque-du-Freak-The-Vampire's-Assistant.html 
 
Romance: 10 Things I Hate About You 
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/10-Things-I-Hate-About-You.html 
 
Family: The Croods 
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/Croods,-The.html 
 
Drama: The Fault in Our Stars 
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/Fault-in-Our-Stars,-The.html 
 
Sci-Fi: I Am Number Four 
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/I-Am-Number-Four.html 
 

 The Setting The Stage Directions The 
Number of 
Characters 

Description of the 
Set Design 

Cirque 
Du Freak 

A middle 
school toilet 
stall – 
daytime. 

Darren is standing on a lid of 
a closed toilet. 
He is holding an open jar up. 
 
The toilet door bangs open 
and Steve walks in. He walks 
through peering under the 
toilet doors to try and find 
Darren. 

Two: 
Darren 
and Steve. 

The set is of a 
middle school 
toilet stall, which 
Darren is standing 
on top of holding a 
jar out to try and 
capture a spider. 

10 
Things I 
Hate 
About 
You 

Padua High 
School – 
daytime. 

Kat is climbing out of her car, 
while balancing her backpack 
and coffee. 
A skateboard suddenly clips 
her and she spills her coffee 
along with her belongings. 
The rider goes over to help – 
he is scared when he realises 
who she is. 
After arguing, Kat gets the 
skateboard and shoves him 
to the wall. She then 
marches through the school. 

Two: Kat 
and Rider. 

Padua High school 
is set in Portland, 
Oregon and is like 
any other urban-
suburban school. 
Pupils are heading 
into the school 
looking tired. 

http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/Cirque-du-Freak-The-Vampire's-Assistant.html
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/10-Things-I-Hate-About-You.html
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/Croods,-The.html
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/Fault-in-Our-Stars,-The.html
http://www.imsdb.com/scripts/I-Am-Number-Four.html
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The 
Croods 

In a cave 
displaying 
cave 
paintings. 

The first picture is of the 
Dreamworks logo in a cave 
painting design, which a sun 
is behind, the camera focus 
on the sun zooming past the 
moon and then the sun 
dissolves. 
There is then a cave painting 
of the family (Mum, Dad, 
Nan, daughter and son.) 
The Croods family scurry 
from their cave, for food. 
*They are then chased by 
beasts from which they 
escape by climbing up trees 
and hiding behind rocks. 
* repeated  
Grug (the Dad) saves his 
family from a giant bear owl. 
A shadow appears over the 
families feet and Grug gets 
his family to go in the cave. 

Five: The 
Crood 
family. 

The set design is 
all made up of 
cave paintings on a 
wall. 

The Fault 
in Our 
Stars 

Outside 
with Hazel 
laying on 
the grass – 
night time. 

Hazel is laying on the grass 
staring at the stars. 
Images are shown of Hazel 
and Augustus at a restaurant. 
Another image is shown of 
Hazel and Gus sitting on a 
bench – she’s resting her 
head on his shoulder. 
Another image of Hazel and 
Gus falling onto a bed 
together and looking into 
each others eyes. 
We go back to seeing Hazel 
laying on the grass stairing at 
the stars. 
She closes her eyes. 
Everything goes black. 

Two: Hazel 
and 
Augustus. 

The set is in a 
garden, it’s dark 
and Hazel is 
looking up at the 
starry night sky. 
In the first image, 
Hazel and Gus are 
sitting outside and 
the set is to look 
magical. 
In the second 
image the couple 
are on a bench in a 
foreign country. 

I Am 
Number 
Four 

A jungle at 
night 

The teen boy is sleeping and 
the man is laying in the other 
bed. 
The door rattles. 
 
The teen boy’s eyes suddenly 
open and he looks over at 
the man scared. The man is 

Teenage 
boy. 
Middle-
ages man. 

The first set is 
based outside in a 
jungle with a black 
velvet sky with 
stars. There is a 
fingernail moon in 
the sky. 
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sitting upright and is awake. 
They both hold their breath. 
 
The door rattles again. 
The man draws a crystal-
handled dagger from under 
the pillow and creeps 
towards the door. The man 
peers out and sees the 
empty porch. He turns back 
begins to speak and suddenly 
looks in pain. A serrated 
metal blade is protruding 
from his chest. His eyes 
meets the teenagers  

There is then a 
bungalow.  
It is 20X20 and it 
has a wraparound 
porch and wooden 
shutters. The 
bungalow is 
hidden in a 
clearing. 
The second set is 
inside a hut. There 
are two beds with 
mosquito nets 
hanging over the 
top of them.                                   

 
What is interesting about these films is that they both start with very different settings and 
it is easy to tell straight away what sort of genre this film is going to be. 
 
With Cirque Du Freak, we can see the reason that the film starts off with these two 
characters is because they are so different and it is about what happens between them and 
their lives.  
Ten Things I Hate About You starts off in this way as an example to show what sort of 
personality the main character, Kat has.  
The Croods is a family film and this is represented in the first scene when it shows the family 
working together. 
The Fault in Our Stars is a clear drama (and tear jerker) from the images flown across the 
scene and from the words that Hazel says. It only shows her to begin with because it is 
about her life and experiences. 
I Am Number Four, uses the first scene to immediately introduce the audience to action. 


